Contemporary Personalities
caused his downfall.    Healy was absent from minster through illness, when Mr. Gladstone the famous letter which caused the Irish Par change its decision of loyalty to Parnell as man; and he had nothing to do with the init of the proceedings to evict that statesman froi chair of the Irish party.    When a majority asi itself against Parnell, Healy came from Dub; Westminster  and thereafter  became  his  mos* midable opponent.
Barry O'Brien records (on page 334) that old Fenian" (who can be identified ^ Mr. O'Leary) said to Parnell, " Healy seems to the b§st political head of all these people "—to Parnell rejoined, " He has the only political among them.33
Such was the history of the relations be Healy and Parnell.
I have not space here to attempt any ade examination of Healy's chequered and tempes career.
His Parliamentary gifts were individual extraordinary. He possessed the power of me and corrosive sarcasm, the like of which I never met elsewhere. I can still see him sts up to address the House, his chin aggressively traded, his expression one of melancholy gr pouring out a long succession of bitter, crue wounding insults. His wit was as extraordim his invective. He possessed, too, another q not less effective in his oratorical stock-in-He was amazingly arresting as a speaker. Healy was speaking, you had to listen to h: the time, whether you wanted to or not.
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